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Calcutta metropolis emerged through the growth
of the core city - the twin city of Calcutta and Howrah =
and its integration with a good number of munici%%;
towns along the river Hooghly. This paper discusses the
evolution and growth of these municipal towns overti.e
and indicates various factors = geographical, historical,
econowic as well as transport related factors — contributing
to the process., Besides, the paper analyses the demographic
ond economic changes in these towns during the period _
1961-1981.
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EVOLUTION AND GROH@QJOF MUNICIPAL TOWNS
IN CALCUTLA METROPOLITAN AREA

Mahalaya Chatterjee
I. INTRODUGTION

This paper deals with the evolution and growth
of municipal towns along the river Hooghly in a linear
strétch; from Uluberia to Bansberia on the west bank and
from Budge Budge to Kalyani on the east bank and the
immediately surrounding area. Around the metro-core of
the twin city of Calcutta and Howrah there are 34 other
municipal towns. The metropolis also includes some

non—municipal urban areas and gram panchayats.

_ The idea of greater Calcutta was conceived during
the Second World War for the purpose of rationing in this
region., The Census authorities recognised it as the
Calcutta Industrial Region in 1951, The metropolis in the
form of Calcutta Metropolitan District (ClD) was delineated
in BDPl, which became a legal entity called the Calcutta
Mletropolitan Area (CMA) by the West Bensal Town and Country
Plenning Act of 19792. jieanwhile, in 1971 Census, the
Calcutta Urban Agglomeration (CUA) included almost the
same ares (excepting the southern boundary and the rural
part). The terms CMD, and Calcutta Metropolis are used in
this study interchangesbly, while CUA roughly corresponds
to its purely urban part3;

The paper is organised as follows. Section IT
gives a physical/geographical description of the area
whereas Section ITI gives an account of the consolidation
of the area into a single entity. In Section IV, the
growth and development of the.towns in the region is
described, and in Section V, some demographic variables
are analysed for the post-Independence p?riod.
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RS PHYSICAL/GEOGRAPHICAL ASPECT QF CMA

The entire region lying in the Lower Ganga Plain,
was formed by the delta of River Hooghly « The height of
this flat alluvial plain ranges from 5 to 11 metres above
the sea-level, the average being about 8 metres, The low—
lying plain just beside the higher river-bank on both
sides, is segmented by parshes, swamps and courses of dead
rivers, These rivers were active in the past when the
Bhagirathi-Hooghly was the main channel of the Ganga, The
Hooghly itself has changed its course a number of tines,
The older dried—up courses of Hooghly and other rivers
have formed freguent pockets of waterlogging rendering
the area unsuitable for industrialisation and urbanisation,
The slope from north to south is much less steep than the
slope from the river towards the east and the west,

Geologically, the entire area is formed by the
alluvial deposition of the river Hooghly, though the
weétern side of the plain receives considerable silt from
the Damodar and the western tributaries of the Hooghly.
The alluvium is of considerable thickness, of more than

400 m as borings did not reveal any rock or marine bottom
on both the sides of the river. The alluvium consists of
alternate layers of clay,“sand, silt and a few layers of
gravel, Peats and decayed wood are also found in some
places, In geheral, the entire area originated under fresh
water conditions, due to progressive but slow subsidence
of the delta. Recent borings show that the process of
subsidence and depression is gtill going on5.

Morphologically, the region can be divided into
three zones : (i) the Hooghly leves, (ii) the marshy lands
and (iii) the plains,
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The 1.5 — 2.5 kilometres wide highland on both
the banks of the river is called the Hooghly levee. It is
parallel to the meandering river stretching from Tribeni
to Uluberia on the west bank and from Kalyani to Birlapore
" near Budge Budge on the eastern bank. On both the banks,
the boundary of the levee is identical with the railway
line., Only in places like Serampore-Baidyabati, where -
the levee is quite narrow, urban settlements have spread
across the railway to the other side, It is widest near
Calcutta and Howrah. The general elevation is about 10
mevres in the north and 3,5 metres in the south, Drainage
facilities were adequate in the past, which probably
explaing the emergence of the age-o0ld settlements in this
region, But there are some low-lying pockets here and there
and the water drains into the marshes rather than the
river, These pockets have rendered urbanisstion and construc—
tion of roads and settlements difficult in those places.
Nowadays, due to numerous encroachments on the Hooghly, like
jetties and bridges, and inadequate flow of water from the
mother stream, the levee formation has actually stopped6.

The plains lie just to the east and west of the
levee on both the banks. On the south and south-east the
plain is parallel to the levee, The higher arcas like the
levee of the now—extinet Adi Ganga7 are inhabited extenSively:
Towns like Rajpur and Baruipur have grown up, while the
remaining part of this Sonarpur-Baruipur plain are exboensively
used for agriculture. On the other hand, the Dum Dum-Barasat
plain or the plain in the north-east was actually formed
by the rivers Nawi, Sunti and Bidyadhari, This area is
slightly higher than the south-eastern plain®.
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- 0n the west bank the plain is actually the
eastern most extension of the Damodar—Banka plain, In
:general, it is higher than the plain on the east bank,

This plain constitutes almost half of the metropolitan
districth. fixcepting a few urban settlements, this plain

is actually the supplier of fruit and vegetable to the
narkets of Calcutta and other towns. But now it is gradually
encroached upon by haphazard urban growth,

The boundaries on both the sides are formed by a
number of low-lying marshes, e.g, Dankuni-Bargachia marsh
on the west and thé now filled-up Salt Water Lakes on the
cast, Some of -the marshy lands are filled up by alluvium
from +the river and then used for agricultural purposeu.
larshes are also separated by man-made eu.bankments for the
construction of roads and railways. In the past, these
‘marshes were used for irrigation and pis sciculture, but,
'later en, lsck: of proper maintenance discontinued these
essential services and these have now become health hazards
as broedlnn grounds of mosquitoes and other insects.

The river Hooghly is the real life-line of the
metropolis. With its old and new tributaries and distribu-~
taries it forms the water—-system of the area. Rivers like
 the Nawi, Sunti and Adi Ganga (Tolly's Nullah) on the east
and varaswati, Behula and Kunti on the west, also played
e major role in the development of the Metropolis, They
Supplied water for domestic and industrial purposes, acted
as drainage channels and also supplied fish, which was
at one time the cheapest source of protein in common
peoples?! diet iﬁ the city%,The natural water courses
along with man-made canals were also the main arteries of
the transportation network in the early days.
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NEILIEF e DEVELOPMENT OF TRANSPORTATION NETWORK

A Itmtook a long time even after the Battle .of

- Plassey, before the British rulers paid any attention to .
_the infrastructural development in the areas beyond the
narrdw liqits of the Calcutta city, where they lived.

For transportation, old Nawabi. roads gnd ggighé'
village roads continued to form the main network™, The
trading network of the East India Company depended mostly
on the indigenous suppliers, and, for bulk carriage of gobds,
théy'exteﬁsively used waterways by means of country*boaﬁsr
and small ships. However, while small ships, barges and
boats éould nove upstream upto Patna, Kanpur and even
Benaras, big cargo ships and barges could only reach upto
Tribeni on the right bank and Kanchrapara on the left ®ank
from the sea. This was one of the major reasons why the
Calcutta industrial region could not expand beyond these
two ‘towns in the northll.

The actual spurt in trading activity canme with
the passing of the Charter Act in 1833, by which private
trading was permitted with different countrics such as
China or Ceylon, the establishmnent of the Bengal Chamber
of Commerce in 1834, and the abolition of Customs duty
in 183712,

The growth of Calcutta port was both a causc and
an effect of this increase in trading activities. Mhes %
excellent navigability of the river Hooghly made Calcutta
o first-class riverine port, Though the Bengal Pilot
Service was introduced in the last part of the eighteenth
ceﬁﬁufy13; ships of considerable draught could reach
the port of Calcutta without the help of dredgers. Consequently,

the use of Diamond Harbour Anchorage as a place for loading
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and discharge was abandoned in 186814. As a prime centre

of colonial trading the port imported machineries and -
chemicals necessary for the British owned industriecs, and
exported agricultural products in bulk, €.8., jute and gunny,
rice and paddy, wheat, cotton and even hides and skins, '
Jute was exported to countries like Great Britaih, UsS.A.,
France, Holland, Australia, Cape countries, Ceylon, Italy,
Burma and Strait Settlements, and its quantum increased

from 67483 Cwts. in 1833-34 to 4858162 Gwts. in 1868-69;
seven hundred-fold increase in quantity in about thirty

years and a spectacular 1800 per cent increcase in valuelB,

The port was also engaged in inlang trading,
Regular steamer Services were extended to riverside marts
(ganjas) of Eastern Bengal for movewent of passengers and
raw jute, The enormous increase in inlang trade necessitated
the cdnstruction of wharfs and godowns in the northern
rart of the city extending from Ahiritols Ghat to Jagannath
Ghat; and, for that purpose, the residential Population
from river-bank aress like Lumartuli; Jorabagan and
Burrabazar were displeced>-

In 1857. Tord Dalliousie, then Governor General
of India, recommended gz trunk system %o connect remote areas
of each bresidency to its princi@al port, for ensuring
easy transportation of goods from interior markets to the
port and vice-versa™ >, This led to the construction -of
railways under the 0ld Guarantec Systeml7, which made a
big impact on the city and its economy, The East Indian
Railways (EIR) was the first to start in 1854, when
Howrah—Ranigaunge branch started functioning, Ranigaunge
being the chief coal-mining town in the eastern region.
The Indian Branch Railway, opened in 1863, was extendecd
‘upto Moghalsarai, and, in the very next year, upto Deihi,
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The South Eastern and Calcutta Railway from Calcutta to

Chempahati was opened in 1862 and extended upto Canning

in 1864, The BEastern Bengal Railways (EBR) built its

terminus in Sealdah, and the line upto Ranaghat was construc-

fed in 1862, Within thirty years, it was doubled. With

the construction of Jubilee Bridge, fast Indian Railway

constructed a branch-line from Naihati to Bandel across

the river in 1887. The Eastern Bengal Railway built its

Ballygunge-Budge Budge section in 1890-91, though a tramway

from Calcutta (Tolly's Nullah) to Budge Budge via Santoshpur

was alrcady operating under the management of Galcutta

Port Trust. The Sheoraphully—Tarakeswar branch of EIR

started functioning in 1883, During this period, the

the Assam-Bihar section of EBR also opened, The Bengal-—

Nagpur Railway (BNR) opened its first scction from Chakradhar-

pur to Sambalpur Road in 1890 and, within ten years, rail-link

between Calcutta and Cuttack was established. So by 1900,

Calcutta was connected with the tea districts of Assan,

Jute districts of Eastern Bengal and coal and mineral-rich

digstricts of western Bengal, Bihar and OrissalB;' i
Programmes on road development were also undertaken

during this periqdlg. But, unlike railway, whose development

depended entvirely on private enterprise, the government

only being the guarantor at the first stage, the responsibi-

1ity of construction and maintenance of roads rested with

the administration, The interprovincial trunk roads were

constructed and maintained by the Construction and Works

Department of the government itself, the distriet roads

were managed by the District Board and so on upto the village

el with a clearly defined hierarchical command structure,

In 1850'71, as much as ten long roads were built20

I shows how these roads connected Calcutta to different

rarts of north, south and ecastern Bengal, Madras and also

. Appendix

some other important routes. New G.T. Road from Uttarpara
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to Paltaghat, 01d G.T. Road from Paltaghat to Burdwan V1a
Hooghly and Pandua, and Orissa irunk Road were also
constructed in 1860s. All the main roads of 24~Parganas
district like the trunk road upto Barrackpore, dessore
Road, Cossipore-Dumdum Road, built about a century ago are
8till retaining their importance.

Wlth the introduction of steam navigation, daily
steamer services to Rajganj, Uluberia, Ghatal (via Uluberia)
and Kalna (via Bally) from different ghats of Calcutta
were introduced in the 1870s. .Canals were dug around Calcutta
and. to different parts of south and eastern Bengal for
casy transportation of bassengers and goods, specially in
the rainy scason when other forms of transport were difficult
to usezly Ferry services over not only big rivers but also
canals and crecks were also started. By 1912, there were
numerous ferry services across the river Hooghly operated

by the local Zanindars or municipalities

It is quite evident from the above discussion,
that a transportation network combining the rivers, railway
and roads grew up to connect Calcutta with its hinterland
and other parts of India, in the later half of the nineteenth
century. The initiative taken by the foreign rulers in this
field was mainly due to the Indian Revolt of 1857, which ne-
cessitated. the smooth and quick movement of troops. But,
once coming into existence, these helped the processes of
industrialisation and the development of connurbation in

this. rog10n22

JHIS GROWTH ANDVDEVELOPMENT OF TOWNS

In this section, an attempt is made to describe
the evolution of the town system in the Calcutta Metropolitan
Area. For the convenience of analysis, the description is
related to four historical pcriods, which are as follows :
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(i) pre-colonial neriod - before LG

(ii) colonial period I - 1757-1857;
(iii) colonial mneriod II - 1857-1947; _
(iv) vost-independence period — 1947'onwards.

Pre—colonial Period

At the advent of Muslim rule in this area,

" Tribeni near Bansberia, a place whose sanctity is derived

from the branching out of three rivers, Ganga (Bhagirathi),
Jamuna (present Kanchrapara Eggl) and Saraswati, was

named Firuzabad23 and made the seat of local Governors
(1293-1358). After thaot Satgaon or Saptagram town became
the nrovineial head-quarter other than being the main

port and mint. In 1631, the Mughal emperor Shahjahan
shifted the royal port ahd head-guarter to Hooghly24. On
the other side of the river, Kumarhottea (present Halishar)
was another administrative centre25. It was the Haveli

or home-town of Haveli Pargsana under Sarkar Satgaon. In
the loter period, Hooghly develowned further as an admimis—
trative centre; and Bandel was the port area of the town.
some of the old maps devict the whole town as Bandel..
shahganj, a part of the town named after Shahzada
Azim-us-Shah, the grandson of Aurungzeb and Nawab of
Bengal from 1697 to 1707, was the nrincipal trading zone -
and contained large granaries, More southwards,. in
Chinsura, Malik Kasim's hat, established in last part of
15th century, is the largest market in the district

still nowzb.

Other areas under our present consideration
did not contain any fbwn of remarkable significance.
But ‘there were prosperous villages like Bansberia
(Bansabati ), Kﬁnchrapara,(Kﬁnchanpalli) and Uttarpara27.
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Some places were centres of traditional Sanskrit learning
like Bhotpara (Bhattapalli), Baidyesbati, Bally and
BhadreswarzB. The 1ast named place also contained a

famous Shiva temple. There were some mart towns specializing
in trading of a single product, e.g. Baruipur in betel
leaves, Garifa (a place in the north of Naihati) in' F

gur (jaggery), Uluberia in fish etc.?? The Vaishnavite
movement in the late 15th century developed some new
religious centres in the regions like Khardah, Panihati

30

and Bapanmagary .

Colonial adventurists from different parts of
Burope, started coming to this region.by the river Hooghly
from the beginning of 16th century. Many of the present
day towns greéw from obscurity as Kuthis and settlements
of foreign truders along the river. The Portuguese were
the first to arrive in 1535 followed by the Dutch, the
English, the Danish and the French, not to forget minor
groups like the Purssians and the Flemish3l. Thus the
area not only became the scene of wars between different
colonial powers but also became vulnerable to major
events in international history like the Americen War of
Indenendence, French Revolution, Nunoleanic Wars and
other wars between European countries. The trading
pattern of the colonialists were affected by disturbances
in the home-country, and sometimes settlements in this
area changed hands because of agreements reached by the
lesders of two Buronean countries aifiter the conclusion
of any war in EuropeBz.

The Portuguese anchored their bigger ships at
Botor in Howrah, and named their scttlement at Satgaon
a 'Porto Piqueno' or Little Heaven. After 1575, they
settled in Hooghly and the famous Bandel Church was
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erected in 159Y. After a brief conflict with Emperor
Shehjahan, who attacked and seized the settlement in
1631, the settlers were able to win back the emneror's
pleasure in 1633 with a grant of 117 ‘bighas .of : rent~
free land on which the Church was re-erected in 1660.
Buﬁlthe Portuguese could not revive their commercinl
monoboly as their trade passed to the hands of the
British and the Du‘tch33

The Dutch also built their first factory in
Hoeghly Hin “HhHe “First part of 17th century, on the strength
of ‘o pharman by Emperior Shahauhqn34. But this factory
was swept away by floods and a new factory was constructed
in Chinsura in 1755 named Fort Gustavas. They also built
a large garden house just south of Chandernagore, a
pork-salting factory in Baranagar and a ship—-station at
Falta for sea-going vessels. The Dutch trade prosnered
for about a century and the Dutch Bast India Comnany
acguired a fresh Pharman in 1712 from Emperor Aurﬁngzeb35

The Danish Bast India Company was formed in
1612 but the Danes could establish their first fuctory
at Gondalnara36, near Chandernagore only at the end of
the century. Though they closed down all their activities
around 1714, they soon re—established themselves in
Serampore, a nlace further downstream. They named the
place Frederikanagore whose administration was run by a

‘village comm1ttee'37

The first settlement of the French was at
Hooghly but later they shifted to Chandernagore; the
Fort Orleans was constructed before 170l. In SLTARTIL
Dupleix was apnointed Intendant and, within ten years
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of his=assumingwoffice, not only the French trade nrospered
but Chandernagore's golden age began 3?. In 1650, the English
alsd made their first factory at Hooghly39. Though it

was made the head agency in Bengal in 1657, the local
Mughal Governor had-conflicts with them more than once.

The English trade could not make headway due to internal
power-politics and the displeasure of the local rulers.

The English, led by Job Charnock, thercfore, moved along
the river further downstream in search of a suitable

places. Uluberia in Howra 40, an important fishing port

and transport junction was initiully selected and the

areca was handed ‘over to the British by the Bengal Nawab.
But, in 1688, Charnock rejected the place and settled

in Sutanuti on the east bank in 1690 which eventually

grew into the city of Culcutta4ls

Colonial Perind - I : 1757-1857

During the first century of their rule, the
British, vis-a~vis their agent East India Company, were
busy in consonlidating their sﬁrengtﬁ in the region. In
this »rocess, on one hand they had to subjugate the local
people and on the other, they had to fight with other
European nowers. For military purnoses, they estublished
two cantonments in Barrackpore and Dum Dum, din 1772 and
1783, respectively42, around which towns grew. They also
established a training school for military cadets coming
from England, in Barasat. In carly part of the 18th
century, the last-named town was galled 'The Sandhurst -

of Bengnl'43.
The Dutch in Chinsurah, lured by British
prosperity in the region, suoported Nawab Mir Zafar in

1759 and temporarily defeated the British; but when the
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latter fought: back the Dutch sued . for peace. In 1781,
as a conseglence of a war between England and Holland
in Europe,cniﬁgur%hhwas taken over by the Britis 44.

The first conflict of the British with thé Danes
in Serampcre-arose when the latter supvorted Nawab
Sirajaddaulah during his warch to Caleutta®”. It was
further accentuated when the French took shelter there
at the time of British invasion of Chandernagore. But
the Danes were doing well as far as oversees trade was
concerned. This was also reflected in the wnrosperity of
the town which became famous in the Christian world as
the head-quarter of the Baptist missionaries. During
the Navpoleanic War in Burone, in 1801, Serampore was
seized by the English; it was restored to the Danes in
the next year by the Peace of Amiens, only to be taken
away in'1808, and to be returned agein in 1815 by the
Peace of Kiels4b. However, Danish trade suffered as also
the town, which now became an asylum of debtors from the
Britishﬂruled area. In 1830, this right to shelter was
given up and, fourteen years later; the King Denmark
transferred Serampore to the British.

Chandernagore remained as a French colony,
surrounded by British India, until 1947. But before 1816,
when peace was restored in Burope following the- -defeat
of Nepoleon, Chandernagore repentedly changed hands
between the French and the English47.

At this period, the British also decided to
initiatera centralised system of administration with
districts as the basic unit. Most of the district and
" sub-divisional head-quarters were established in otherwise
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prominent urban areas. Gradually the importance of these
towns increased as administrative c>ntrus. The increase

in the HUMbbr of persons assnciated w1th leg 1 profession
following the increase in land disvutes after the Permanent
‘Settlement in 1793, further increased the imnortance of

Such'towns48.

Avart from their political dnomination, the
Christion missionsries exmnanded their activities on &
large scale. We have already noted tne case of Serampore
as the head—guarter of Baptist missionaries. Baruinore
and Agarnara near Panihati were two other important
centres of activity of Christian missionuries of different

ao

sccts

Colonial Period II : 13857-1947

The areca around Calcutta (warticularly Barrackpore )
was closely involved in the First War of Indevendence
in 1857 along with the rest of northern India. Though the
Mutiny was supvressed, Atiiied b some: majior administrative
decisions like the transfer of power from the Commany to
the British. More or less at the same time a decision

was tuken to imworove the transportation system of the

country with the introduction of railways. Improved
communication facilities along with the growth of Calcutta
port initiated the process of industrialisation in this

50

region- .

The first jute mill in this region was established
near Rishra in 1853°L. Later other jute mills were
cstablished by different managing agents on both sides
of the river Hooghly. Conseguently, a number of towns
grew around the jute mills. Apart from Rishra, Champdany
Bhadreswar, Baidyabati, Balli, Konnager and Bansberia

on the west bank and Naihati, Halishahar, Bhuatpara
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(Kankin:ra, Jagaddal), Garulia, Titagarh, Panihati,
Khardah, Kamarhoati and Baransgar (Cossinore) on the east
bank were the early jute towns., For setting up jute mills
the managing agents either chose trmditinnal”jute maris
like Bhadreswar, Baidyabati and Naihati or areas in

52

close proximity-<. After jute, other industries were also
established in the region in quick SUCCeSS1ion; €.,
rubber, paper, chemicals, cotton-textile and engineering

‘industries.

With the improvement of the railway system, some
towns became associated with'activities of railway.
Railway worksheops were established in Kenchrapara and
Lilluah near Bally. With the opening of Jubiles Bridge
across Hooghly in 1887, Naihati and Bandel, located on
opnosite sides of the river, became busy railway junctions
for trans-river communication. All types of goods to be
exported from Calcutta, from the west of the riVer:
passed through Naihati to the Kiddernore Docks via
Kankurgachi Chord. The town was also a halting place for
the laboﬁréfs to be recruited to the tea-gardens of
. Assam and Ndrth Bengal. There were as mony as six emigration

denots in the town53.

Budge Budge, a riverside town/in south 24-Parganas)
.around‘a fort, was eantured by Clive in 1756. Budge Budge
Jﬁte_Mill was established in 1873 followed by other jute
and cotton mills. The importunce of the town increased
after 1686, when it was selected to be a port and the
whdrfs for an oil-jetty were constructed, and ‘all the
importmht 0il companies constructed their depots in this
town. In the early fifties, a high-level government
committee considered Budge Budge as a possible site for
the location of an o0il refinery. Budge Budge is still the
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main oil-denot of Calcutta, and, in adldition to petroleum

products, imported edible oil is also stored here and

then distributed to difterent vurts of the country by road
54

and railwaysz'.

.

The above description shows thot the present
CMA was extensively industrialized ond consequently
urbanised in the last half of nineteenth century. The
linear continuum along both banks of the river Hooghly
took shape in this weriod. These towns were accredited
with civic status with the passing of District Municiopal
Improvement Act in 1864. Provisions of Bengal TocalSelf
Government Act 1885 were extended unto them??.,

Post—indevpendence Period

The independence of the country in 1947 was
accompanied by the nartition of the erstwhile Bengal
nrovince, leading to refugee influx from East Pokistan.
- The t wns in the eastern neriphery of CMA like Barasnt,
ajpur, Baruipur, Dum Dum5b, and comnaratively less
congested towns in the industrial region like PanihatiBT,
North Barracknore ctc. had to accommodate these refugees.
Gonsequentlyg some of the towns had their population size

doubled within a decade.

Apart from the old towns; three new towns grew
up in the region mainly to cope with the refugee problem,
namely, Kalyani; Gayeshpur and New Barracknore. Though
all the&é three towns share o common cause of emergence
and growth, the patterns of their growth and evolution

are different.

New Barrackwoore Co-operative Colony Society
Limited was a non—-officizl scheme for the settlement of

disnlaced persons near Madonyamgram railway station on the
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Dum Dum-Barasat railway line. It consisted of 2600 families,
mostlv of educated middle cldsh origin. The presence of

mainly white-collar commutlng workers led to the ranid
. grov.th of educutlonal fa0111t*es llke high schools, celleges,

etc. and attracied mare people a3 a decent re31dent1al town~—
ship‘developed. Within 1551, *ts population exceeded 20,000

and it was declared a municipality in 196558
Bn Kalyeni and Gayeshpur owe their birth to

& common origin. Before Second Worid War; this part.of
“Nadia woes sparsely populated. During the War, all the
flve v1llages in the area were acquired ond handed nsver
to thn U.S. Army Authorities in India by the British
-‘Governmbnt Bhey bullT roads, an airstrip and establlshed
rmy bqse at thu site which was named Roosevelt Nagdrsg
After the Paﬁtltlon, the refugees settled down along the
railway line and in the abandohed army camp. In response,
the State Government put the area under an Administr: tor
Hor bulldlng ronis and sunnlylng notable water, called
.ﬁlt 'The Kanchrapara Rural Arez Develomment Colony' which
was recognised as a town os egrly as in,1951. Census by
i virtue of high populution density®0. Between 1950 and
ﬁ 1952, the governmenf settled a large number of displaced
persons in villaguq ramed Gonalpur, Gayeshpur, Jadavpur
and Sag una on thc eastern side of the gs-1dsh-Ranaghat

allway llne.

In 1951, a modern satecllite township was o
planned on the abandoned army base. The main objeet behind
Kalyani was to relieve nopulation pressure from Calcutta
and also to disperse industries. All the amenities of a
“ modern urban area were also nlannedél. Various govarnment
departments and a University ware set up in thg township.
Deéspite these efforts, Kalyani did not come upto expectation.
It neither became a satellite of Calcutta nor did it stand
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on its own62. But, on bthe other side of the pailway Finec,
the colonies of Gayeshpur, Kataganj and Gokulpur have
grown enormously and surpassed Kalyani in both population
size and density. ]

Some other trends were in evidence in the last
four decades. Firstly, after a brief spurt of industrialisa-
tion during 1951-61, Calcutta industrial region had to:.
face severe industrial recession along with political
turbulence. The traditional industries of the region like jute
and engineering suffered from a fall in market demand,
while inveétment in new industries was negligible. But
transportation facilities improved significantly with the
electrific ation of suburban trains and introduction of
long-distance buses. Secondly, parts of the agricultural
hinferlaﬁd behind the industrial areas experienced some
of the benefits of 'green revolution'. Thidly, ‘activities
in the tertiary sector increased due to several reasons,
like agricultural prosperity, enormous increase of
activities of both state and central government and spread
of academic institutions like schools, colleges and even
higher research institutions. All these, together, have
changed the character of erstwhile industrial towns.

In most of them the provortion of commuting population
engazed in serwice sector activities has increased
significantly.

V. DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGES IN THE MUNICIPALITIES

In this section, an attemnt is made to estimate
and analyse the changes that have taken place in the
post-indenendence period, in terms of the following
variables : ;

(i) size distribution,

(ii) Population growth-rate,
(iii) Density of population,
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_(iv) Gender ratio, _
(v) Occupational strﬁcture.

The analysis should be qualified by the fact
that over the years 1951-1981, the Census authorities have
freguently changed definitions of different variables,
making this type of analysis of census dates over a longer

time-period somewhat hazardous.

Size Distribution

The size distribution "3 rf the municipal towns
in CMA has changed enormously during this period (sse
Appendix II). Out of 34 municipal towns of today, only
three were recognised as towns in 1961. In 1951, there
was only one Class I town in CMA outside the metro—éore;
hamely, Bhafpara. Among'fhe other 30 towns, as many as
13 belonged to Class ITI, followed by nine in Class II,
and seven in Class IV, while Baruipur was the solitary
member of the Class V group and there was no town in the
Glass VI category. Thus, it can be seen that the urban
scene in CMD was dominated by mediwn sized towns. Four
Class II towns were. in the metronolitan shadow and were
in effect extensions of core—cities of Calcutta and
Howrah; Baranagary Kamarhati, South Dum Dum and Bally.
Other towne in this Class were jute towns like Titagarh
and Naihati, railway township of Kenchrapara, Hooghly-
Chinsurah, the district head-quarter of Hooghly, and
Serampore, an administrative-cum—industrial Town. On: .
the other hand, seven towns in the Class IV category,
were mainly residential towns. Except Barrackpore and
Chandernagore, all other eleven towns in Class III group

were jute towns.
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In 1961, the number of towns in Class I category
increased to five as the four Class Il towns of 1951,
which were identified as extension of the metro-core,
were promoted to this category. But the number of towns
in Class II group became ten. Sub-divisional towns like
Barrackpore and Chandernagore and three other towns namely
North Barrackpore, Panihati and Halishahar entered this
category. There were 15 Class III towns of which eight
were jute towns. Six towns were promoted from the class
just below and the refugee colony o. New Barfackpore
emerged as a new town in this class. Among the three
Class IV towns, Uluberia maintained ifs position and
Baruipur was promoted from Class V. In 1951, a huge refugee
settlement in Nadia, referred to above, called the
Kanchrapara Rural Area Development Colony, was treated
as a town. Later it was divided into three parts — Gayeshpur
thus became a Class IV town, Government colonics of
Kataganj - Gokulpur becéme a Class V town and Kalyani,
an area identified for'a planned satellite township,

emerged as a Class VI town.

In 1971, Hooghly-Chinsurah, Seramvbre and Panihati
prohoted to the status of a city (i.e., Class I town).
Jute towns like Baidyabati, Bansberia, Champdany, Rishra,
Budge Budge and Uttarvara—Kotrung were promoted to Class II
group along with North Dum Dum. Uluberia and Baruipur made
their entry into the Class III town group. Gaveshpur and
Kataganj—-Gokulpur Government Colony retained their respective
positions in Class IV and Ciassrv category, whereas
Kalyani made a jump to Class IV category.

K, 857
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According to 1981 Census, no municipal town in
CMA bclongs to the last three classes, i€, My ViandeWl,
There are 14 Class IT Howns followed byv12' intelngstif
~and eight in Class III. Towns promoted to the dc ity
category are Naihati, Barracknore, Titagarh and Chandernagore.
They were ‘replaced in Class IT_ category by Barasat, Garulia,
Bhadreswar and Konnagar. Kalyani became a (Glass III town.
arstwhile government colonies of Gayeshpur, Kataganj and
Gokulpur were merged into a single town of Gayeshpur in
1979, and placed in Class III group.

The vpreceding narration shows that the size
'distribution has undergone a big changé in the period
71951-1981. All these towns have grown in size and none

has a'population of less than 20,000, while 12 of them

are now recognised as cities with more than 1 lskh people.
While some towns have not changed much in terms of population
size; some small towns have become as big as a Class II
town64. This change in size-distribution of towns is

actually a reflection of mopg%ation growth that has occurred

during the last four decades””. In the next section, we

will analyse the dynamics of this population growth.

Population Growth-rate

Population growth-rate can be sub-divided into
two sub-parts : (i) natural growth-rate and (ii) growth
due to migration. As migration data are not available at
the town level, our discussion on decadal population
growth can not take that division into account.

The municipal towns in CMD are guite dynamic
in terms ‘of population growth compared to the city of
Calcutta66. For the convenience of analysis, we have divided
 decadal growth-rate of populetion into the following
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categories : (i) very high (above 75 ner centde (194) hieh
(51 per cent - 75 per cent), (iii) medium (31 percent -
50 per: cent), (iv) low (10 per cent - 30 per cent) and
(v) very low (less than 10 ser cent ) (see Apvoendix III)

Population growth in 1951-61 carried the 1mnact
of the partition of the country in 1947 and the consequent

'1n—m1grqt10n of the refugeec population. Towns in the

eastern part of the CMD like Barasat, North Dum Dum and
South Dum Dum showedvvery high growth-rates, while some
other towns in the industrial belt with somewhat less
concentration of industrial activities also attracted
the displaced ponulation. But most of the towns in the
industrial belt proper showed medium growth-rate.

An interesting. observation is that jute-towns
like Bhatpara, Titagarh, Gurulia, Naihati etc. belonged
to low or very low growth-rate group. There may be more
than one explanations for this phenomenon. The established
jute-towns were qlruady congested and, therefore; the
refugee nopulutlon did mnot Find these suitable for
settling down. Secondly, in. this particular decade, the
Jute industry faced a severe shortage of raw material due
to the loss of the jute-growing areas of Bastern Bengal
to Pakistan. In fact, the devression in the jute industry
actually repelled migrant labour from other parts of the
country from these towns. During the next decade (1961-71),
the mean growth-rate in the CMA actually came down. As
many as 14 towns appeared in the low-growth category.
However, Kalyani, the new planned township showed very
high growth during the decade. Other high-growth and
medium—gréwth towns were either bearing the legacy of
the refugee influx in the preceding decade or showed
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sudden increases in growth-rate due to some specialized
local factors like the starting of a new industry in the
town or the re-opening of closed mill. Some towns like
Bally, Baranagar or South Dum Dum showed high—-growth due
to their close proximity to the'city of Calcutta. But

the overall slowing down of growth-rate could be exnlained
by the prevailing economic depression and political
turbulence in the region.

The picture somechow changed in the following
decade, i&c¢., in 1971-8l. The political turbulence somewhat
eased after 1972, but political stability was really
achieved in the post-1977 period. The industrial scenario
also showed signs of change. Flight of capital from West
Bengal, a characteristic of the sixties, stooped and
eventually showed a change in direction. Suburban trans-
vortation improved with the comnletion of electrification
of railways and introduction of long-distance bus routes.
This actually brought the city of Calcutta closer to
these towns. Again, the hinterland of CMA experienced some
of the effects of 'green revolution' in cases of some
crops and vegetables. All these encouraged a greater degree
of tertiarization in the economic activities of the
towns. Over-—congestion in the core city leading to a break-
down of infra-structural facilities also made the suburban
municipalities more attractive to common people. In this
decade, towns with low growth, were usually the industrial
towns, which failed to recover by 198l. On the other hand,
towns with a low level of concentration of industries
showed a high or mediumﬁ%evel of growth due to this

suburbanization process .
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Density of Population

Like decadal population growth-rate, there is
also much inter-urban variation in nopulation density.
Though the picture has changed considerably in 1951-81
period, still the gross population density, i.e., persons
per square kilometre, varies from above 20,000 persons
per sSge. km. in some towns to as low as less than 55 000
persons pef sq. km. in some others. in CMD. At thé outset,
it should be made clear that gross population deﬁsity is
not a very stable indicator. The variable in the denominator,
i.e., area of a town or urban area changes due to various
reasons like zdministrative decisions etc. Sometimes,
boundaries of contiguous municipalities are shifted,
resulting in increase in the area of one town and decrease
of another. Inclusion of rural areas also changes the area
ofia town68..Further, lack of data prevents standardisation

of the measure of density and meaningful comparison over

‘time. A town may have an over—congested central area

resulting in a high density figure for the town as a whole
though low density settlements are scattered gl over he
area, But another town with same density may have a more
vniform distribution of settlements over the area. Inspite
of these drawbacks, density is being used here as a major
indicator of urban development. Again, for analytical _yre
convenience,density of population have been divided into
five groups : very high (above 20,000 persons per Sqgs
km, ), high (10‘000-20 000 persons per sg. km.), average
(7,500-10, 000 persons per sg. km. ), low (5,000-7,500
persons per sq. km. ), and very low (below B 000 persons
per sg. km. ). Apoendix IV gives a tabular representation.
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3951 : There were as many as 19 towns with density below
5,000 persons per sg. ka. This category included traditional
Jute towns like Chamndany and Rishra, administrative

centres like Barrackpore and Hooghly-Chinsurah and also
residential towns like North Dum bum, Rajpur and Baidyabati.
On the other hand some jute-towns had higher density of

more than 7,500, Titagarh and Serampore were even more
densely crowded with more than 20,000 people per sq. km.

1961 : Though there was not much change in the number

or ranking of high density towns, thé‘OVbrall rise in
density was reflected in the fzll in the number of very-low-
density towns from 19 to 9 and rise in the number of low-
density towns from 6 to 14, éveﬁ'with the inclusion of

three new towns.

1971 : There was no change in.the number of towns in the
Swo extremities of the scale, i.e., in the categories of
very—~high and very-low density towns. But there was a
rise in the number of towns in two upper groups of high
ond medium-density towns, and a conseguent: fall in the

number of low-density towns.,

igél ¢ The trend obscrved in the previous three Censuses
is reinforcecd. There is a sudden rise in the number of
very-high—density towns, from one in each of 1951, 1961

and 1971 to six in 198l. The number of high-density towns
also increases from seven in 1971 to 12 in 1981. But the
decrease is significant in the number of towns of moderate-
density ¢ six in 1981 compared to 12 in 1971. The number‘of
low and very low density towns also falls to 2 and 8,
respectively. Though there are changes of :density of towns,
the ranking of towns according to density remains unchanged.



Gender Ratlo

' Gender ratie >r the number of females .per
thousand males is an important indicator of the settlement
pattern of an area. For example, low gender ratio signifies
an industrial area with abundance of male migrant labourers,
whereas a high gender ratio indicates a higher degree
of residential (family) settlements in the area. We have
divided gender ratio into the following sub-grsups :
high (above 900), moderate (751-900), low (501-750),
and very low (below 500) (see Appendix V).

1951 : Only four towns in the industrial region, namely,
Halishahar, Garulia, Bhadreswar and Budge Budge had very
low gender ratios, i.e., less than 500: Eighteen towns,
mostly on the banks of river Hooghly had a low gender
ratio (between 501 and 750). Most of the traditional
residential areas like Chandernagore, Rajpur, Barasat,
Uttarpara-Kotrung had moderate gender ratio, more than

750,

1961 : Gender ratio on the whole increased in CMA.

The number of towns with moderate gender ratio increased
from 7 in 1951 to 16 in 1961. The number of low gender

ratio towns decreased slightly (from 18 to 17 ). Surprisingly,
the gender ratio of Titagarh came down below 500 and it

was the only town belonging to that category.

1971 : There was no town with very low gender‘ratio.
411 the nine in low gender ratio group were industrial
towns. All other towns in CMA, including three new towns
of Kalyani, Gayeshpur and New Barracknore had gender

ratios exceeding 750.
1981 : 1In previous three Census, there was no town in

CMA, with gender ratio higher than 900, But in 1981,
there were as many as 11 towns in this category. On the
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other hand, some traditional industrial towns like Titagarh,
Budge Budge, Champdany etfc. were still in the low gender
ratio category, whereas gender ratio of all other 17

towns in the CMA lie between 750 and 900 that is in the
‘moderate' category.

Two observed trends may exnlain this upward
movement of gender ratio for the period of last forty
years. One is the suburbanisation process; Bengal middle
class movfhg'but of the Calcutta city and settling in
these municipal towns. Jecondly, in all the traditional
industrial towns, there is now an abundance of second
generation migrants, who, unlike their predecessors,
settle down in their places of work with family members®?,

Occupatioﬁai Struotufe'rﬂc

: Comparisonléf océupatidnal sfructure gver a long
time period is quite;hazardogé due to incomparability
of Census ddta. In l951,f¢engus reported livelihood claéses,
i.€., persons earning livelihood from cartain activity
and their dependants. But this classification was renlaced
by the reporting of éccupéfién of workers in the population
along with a separate cIassification of non-workers in
1961 and 1971. This too was discontinued in 1981 Census,
where workers were not only divided in the categories of
'main’ and ‘marginal' workers but only three occupational
classes out -of nine were reported separately upto the
town level. In our analysis, the working population is
divided into the three main sectors for 1951, 1961 and
197l-and compared,with some references to 1981 Census

subject to data availability.
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Primary Sector

In all the towns presently under consideration,
the percentage of workers ia the primary sector is very
small, almost never exceeding three per cent of total
workers in 1951-71 period (Table 1). But in some towns,
specially towns outside the river—side industrial belt,
the percentage is quite high, Examples of towns with a
high'ﬁerceptage of workers in the primary sector are
Barasat, Uluberia, Rajpur, Baruipur and Baidyabati. During
1951~61 period the general trend in the CMD municipalities,
was a decrease in the percentage of population engaged in
primary sector except in a few towns like Ohampdani and
Bhadreswar (Table 2)., This trend was reversed in the next
decade, when 25 fowns showed an increase in the share of
the primary sector population. One explanation Zor this
could be in terms of disparity of Census definition, the
effect of which can-not be eliminated even after
standardisation. Another expianztion is, that it is a
reflection of the dismal cconcmic condition in the mid— :
sixties,-when the country-side was suffering from frequent
droughts, when +the industrial sector, passing through
a depression, was unable toc absorb the stream of migrants.

T e

Analysis of data shows that there was an ebsclute increase
: in the numbers of both culﬁivators-and agricultural

i labourers during this period, though ﬁhe percentage
increase was greater for %he latter (Table 3). In cases

of Kalyani and Gayeshpur (erstwnile Gayeshpur Government
Colony and Katagan] and Gokulpur Government Colony)

there were substantial increases of 36.20 per cent and
46,13 per cent, respectively, in priwmary sector workers,
in 1961-71 period, though here the main reason was tLhe
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establishment of Kalyani University, specially its agriculture
faculty and the State Livestock Ferm, the workers of whioh
weré,classified in the primary sector according to the
National Classification of Occupations,

Secondary Sector

In all the municipalities, a high percentage of
workers is engaged in secondary sector activities (Table A0
In towns like Titagarh, Champdany, Bhatpara and Bhadreswar,
this_peroentage is as high as 80, and in no town it goes
below 20 per cenf.

As for the general trend, during 1951-61 a11
the towns had seen an increase in the percentage of secondary
sector workers, except in three contiguous towns of Titagarh,
Barrackpore and North Barrackpore (Table 5), But in 1961~71
period, the trend was reversed, i.e., except the three
towns named above, all other towns saw a .percentage decreasse
in the number of workers in the secondary sector. Gayeshpur,
8 new town, showed a 20 .per cent increase in the percentage
of population engaged in the secondary sector, probably
due to the establishument of an industrial estate. This
“dismal performance of the secondary sector in terms of
employment, was not uniexpected considering the general
depression and stagnation in the industrial sector all over
the country and, specilally in this region, the near
stagnation in the Jute industry during this period. Non—-
availability of comparable data for 1981 Census prevents
us from seeing whether there was any change in this trend
during 1971-81, '

In their work on functional classification of
Indian cities, Mitrs €t 2l., have classified all but



seven of the towns of CMD as manufacturing townsTO.

But tertiary and service sector activities are important .

in almost all the towns, Even in 1951, all the towns had

a sizeable percentage of population engaged in tertiary
activities, and nowhere less than %0 per cent (Table 6).
During 1951-61, there was a decline in the tertiary scctor

- population (Table 7); some towns even registered 40 per

cent decrease in this period. There may be two reasons
behind it. One was the discrepancy between livelihood
classes reported in 1951 Census and the occupational classes
recorted in the 1961 Census. Secondly, there was no expansion
in the tertiary sector that could be matched with the spurt
in industrial activities in the immediate post—independence
period, specially in the Second Five-year Plan period.

We have al*eady noted that there was an increase in the
percentabo of workers 1n the secondary secter in this
decade.,’ Interestlngly, among thosc four towns which showed
an increase in the percentage g terularj sector workers

two had a corresponding decrease in the'percentage of
secondary sector workers, This trend got reversed in the
following decade when 21 towns showed an increase 1n the
percentage. Among the 12 towns showing decrease, for six,

it was a continuation of past trend, for three, it was a
revergal of.the trend while the other threec werc new towns.
In Gayeshpur the establishment of an industrial estate
changed its functional classification to manufacturing

town from service town in 1971 according to the classification
by Mitra gt gl.Tl. We can not proceed with our analysis
for the next decade for the lack of comparable data.

In.tgmc“;,mm Betuween Variables

To analyse the interaction between dlfferbnﬁ
variables, we have taken the help of a very simple
‘statistical tool, i.e., Frequency Chi Square Test
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Taking two variables at a time for a particular point of
time (or period of time as the case is), our null
hjpothesis in all the cases is to test the independence
of the wvariables, If the null hypothesis is accepted,
the conclusion is that the movement of two variables is
independent of each other, e.g., density of a town has
no influence on its decadal population growth and so on,

City—-size and Ropulation Grpwth'rate: Three tests are
performed taking the city size distribution of a particular
Census and growth rate for the decade immediately following
ityesge. city—size in 1951 and growth rate for 1951—6173.

In all the three tests, the null hypothesis is accepted.

So the size of the town has no influence of its growth
rate. In CMD, it is not the dase of only big cities

. growing and small towns decaying or vice-versa. All the
towns have grown considerably in the post—independence
period,

City-size and Density of Population : For the four tests
performed for these two variables, for 1951, 1961, 1971
T4
d

and 1981, the null hypothesis is rejecte . SO WE
may say that therc is positive relationship between city—size
and density. Here big cities are more densely packed, while

smaller towns are lesc congested.

City—size and Gender Ratio : Four tests for the four
consecutive Census years, rule out any dependence between
gltyseazc and gender ratio75. There is Bhatpara, a Class I
town with a low gender ratio, while, on the other, a small
town like Dum Dum also has a low gender ratio, In both

cases the possible explanation being that both are industrial
towns with a high percentage of migrants in population.
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Density and Gender Ratio : According to the results of
the tests done for these two variables for the four Census
years, the null hypothesis is accepted76. Thig as an
expected result considering the typology of CHD towns.
Titagarh and Serampore are both densely populated industrial
fowns, but the formef has a quite low gender ratio compared
to the other throughout the period of study.

Density and Decadal Population Growth Rate : For these
two variables the results are somehow different,  Among the
three tests, for the first and the third case, i.e.,
density of 1951 and growth rate of 1951-61 and the former
for 1971 and latter for 1971-81, the null hypothesis is
accepted but for the second case, it is-rejected77. For
the fifties and seventics, growth took place in the towns
irrespective of existing density but in the sixties, some
high density towns showed higher growth rates compared

to the others. Six towns, namely Bally, Bhatpara, Naihati,
Rishra, Kawarhati and South Dum Dum showed this trend.
Among them, Kamerhati, Belly and South Dum Dum can be
identified as cases of growbth due to metropolitan influence
given their proxiunity to the metro-core. The towns like
Bhatpara — Naihati may have grown due to the spurt of
investment in Kalyani arca at that period. For Rishre,
the enormous growth (64,75 per cent) may have been due o
some purely localised reasons like the expangion of an

existing industry.
NOTES

1. Calcutta Metropolitan Planning Organisation, Bagic
Development Plan 1966-86, pp. 4-5.

2. CMDA, Towards A Perspective Plan ..., Ihe Physical Plan,
1986. -

3. Census_of India 1971, Series 22, Part—2A (Supplement ).
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colmpanies could surrender the rail-roads at six
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London; certain’ powers of construction and supervision
of working given +to the Government,
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Ebid s b, 10

Ehids, p.i 10,

Ibiatds i

Biplab Dasgupta, 'The Evolution of Settlements and

of the Urban Classes’; paper presented at 'Conference
on Urban Planning and Development?,Centre for Urban
Economic Studies, Calcutta University, 1986, see

also Biplab Daggupta (1988),

District Census Handbook, 24 Parganas, 1951.

See section II of this paper,
Eiﬁixigiuﬂgnﬁgﬁ_ﬂagdbng*“ﬂggghéz;miail, Phe 24=26.
Banerjee (1975), pp. 70-82.
EmﬂﬂgL&mmmemmmm,24Emﬁmms,kﬁi,pp cv=cvi,
Ibid,

A _Handbook. giMMgnﬁg;@slhéga;Q;.ifﬁt on in West Bengal,
(Departuent of Local Govt., and Urban Development, Govt
of West Bengal.), 1981, p. 22.

North Dum Dum experienced population growth rate'of
216 per cent during 1951-61.

There are as many as 69 refugee colonies in Pan1hat1°
probably the highest in any town of West Bengal.
D;gﬁxlpt.Q@Q@Mﬁ“ﬂanihngx4~zﬁmﬁazg@ng&4uiﬂml !
District Census Handbook, Nadia ,Jéﬁﬂmjﬂukixhﬂlghﬂﬁl-_;
District Censusg Handbook, Nadia, 1952, -
T biide

Dasgupta, Nandita, (1985),

According to the Census of India, towns are divided
into size categories according to their population,

The standard classification is as follows :

Class I : Population 100,000 and above.

CRegg BTT Population between 50,000 and 99,999.
Class III : Population between 20,000 and 49,999,



B,

64‘.

o)

Olass IV. Population between 10,000 and 19,999.
Class  V: Population between 5,000 and 9,999.

Class VI: Population less than 5,000.

North Dum Dum is en cxample. In 1951, it was a Class

"IV town and now it is a Class IT town ‘on Stheltveries of

65

66,

67.
68.

69.
704
e
T2:
5.

4.

15,

G

77.

being a city in the next Census.

See Appendix II.

Mukherjee (1985).

See Appendix III. _

In 1981, the areas of 17 towns are changed. In most
of the cases, the Census authority has stated the
reason for change as computational error. There is
no way to know whether this error was for the last
Census (1971) only or for previous Censuses also

See Appendix V.

Mitra et. al. (198ly.

Ibid. S _

Goon ¢t. al. (1971)'for”statistical‘tegtg,

We have followed the following classification : big
town : towns of Classes I, II, III and the rest of
the classes are small towns.: For population growth
rate, high growth rate denotes above 30 per cent and
low growth below it,

For density of population, we have taken 5,000 p.DPe
Sq. ki, as the cut—off point for high and,low density.
For'gender ratio, the cut—off point between high and
low'gender ratio is 500 for 1951 and 1961 and 750
for 1971 and 1981, for reasons to be explained later,
From 1971, there was no town in CMD with gender ratio
below 500 and hence the cut-~off point is changed.

If we change the cut—off point for density to 7,500
persons per sg, km,, then the results are slightly
modified but conclusions remain unchanged.
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MABLE = ]

PERCENTAGE OF POPUIATION ENGAGED IN PRIMARY SECTOR

IN MUNICIPAL TOWNS ' OF CALCUTLTA METROPOLITAN AREA

(9513 =)
Hunicipality la51
Bansberia O
Hooghly = Chinsurah DS
Chandernagore (MC) 0.72
Bhadreswar ' 1,99
Champdani Qw83
Baidyabati 6,62
Serampore : 1.29
Rishra 2a il
Konnagar 1.30
Uttarpara—-Kotrung S 250
Bally FEEAI
Uluberia 14,52
Kalyani (NAA) =
Gayeshpur (iAA) : =
Kanchrapara -0.18
Halishghar T
Naihati 0.45
Bhatpars 1355
Garulia 0485

.2.41

2.58
1.82
D4 13
4.96
6,92
1,05
0.30
0.87
0.58
Sl
8.82
0,43
5,08
Q<5
2E01T
8715
0.24

0.34

L9711

5.99
o2
2052
1.40
1,90
St
&35
1.5
2592
1.68

1650
56,63
49.21
2.44
0.46
0.45
0.95
1.64

GeT 3 LI e
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TABIE - 1 (Contd.)

Municipality ' SLOTEL L 1961 A EONTE
North Barrackpore 2aF9R L ¢ OATLIOINE =5 55
Barrackpore 1066 124 2.5
Titagarh 651153 8. 18 @31
Khardah ! o =l2895 0s21 | XHLASGAQ0IL
Panihati L5 150 2458
Kamarhati - 2.44 0.34 = 0486
Baranagar - L 0.62 B0
Barasat . 19.19 1@l & 005 i has s
New Barrackpore e 2425 5.93
North Dum Dum 14.59 4.58 4655
Dum Dum - :- 0.95 2O G
South Dum Dum L8 2.26 1,65
Rajpur : e L 14,48 13.69
Eeeuipur” - 1784 6, Tl 12.04

Budge Budge %.06 0,86 0.79

s - e A e AR P 5 e A A3 MBS P TR P21 e i e

Source: Census of India (for various years) .




PATMAR ~ - = 7 2

- CHANGE IN THE PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION ENGAGED -
IN PRIFARY SECTOR IN MUNICIPAL TOWNS OF CALCUTTA
METROPOLITAN -AREA, 1951 - 71

lupicipality L951-61 ALY
Bansberia + 0.73 + 4.31
Hooghly - Chinsurah il ) + 0.24
Chandernagore (MC) - G + 0.94
Bhadreswar + 3.19 = 5lE
Champdani + 4,13 + 04352
Baidyabati + 0.30 = 0.21
Serampore =S0556 + 0.70
Rishra =29 T9400
Konnagar ' = @5l Folg22
Uttarpara-Kotrung =Ly 4+ 1.10
Bally oG -
Uluberia - 5.70 + 7.68
Kalyani (NAA) - +36,20
Gayeshpur (NAA) - +A6 A
Kanchrapara ; + 0.39 + 1.87
Halishahar + 0.73 =61
Naihati =28 + 2.05
Bhatpara =120 08 + Qi1
Garulia = Ol + 0,50



T3":2!13;3 E;f} 1 o t ;37 7

AL

2,74
0.45
0.03
~ 0.42
- 0.80
- 2.10
=t B0
ol 1S

rrackpore
tagarh

-10.01
g AL o
+ 0.39
; : ~ 6.56
B uipur ., 1L
‘Budge Budge X - 2.20

8 e - - e e

Qurcei Calculated from Census of India (for various yéaré)ﬁ

S ;
34
oA
TE
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TABIE = 3

e o

CULTIVATORS AND AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS IN MUNICIPAL TOWNS OF CALCUTTA

METROPOLIT AN AREA, 1951-81

Ezﬁwowwmwwmm

Bansgberia
Hooghly=Chinsurah
Chandernagore (iiC)
Bhadreswar
Champdani
Baidyabati
Serampore

Rishra

Konnagar
Uttarpara~Kotrung
Bally

Uluberia

Kalyani (NAA)
Gayeshpur (NAA)
Kanchrepara
Halishahar
Naihati

wwm&wﬁwm

Garulia

Number of cultigators

1951a

231
1261
313
453
201
1156
955
255
1210
660
841
389

102
282
ke iTis)
185

1961 2971
13 159
259 2
14 48
ol 31
0 S
S 246
32 21,
12 5
0 2

T 9

N -
36 63
0 104
16 68
5 28
103 103
10 5
18 99
6 11

1981

239
35
42
30
26

254
42
24k

ik
29
64

166

147

538
98
99
51

22
25

Number of agricultural/labourers

1951a 1961
283 25
683 138
47 14
260 ik
62 28
492 351
76 17
642 5
53 0
128 0
1142 43
570 54
- 0
- 10
H -—
183 67
106 41
TaLT 367
83 0

JLejrat

689
112

56
161!
162
546
162

45
185
188
408
879
391

49
519

43
360

52

1981

352
87
70

109
99

644
70

162
10
61
78

244

851

912

144

867
T4
246
12




TABIE - = 3. (Contd.s

S " % Numbor of cultivefors Number of sericultural labourers
1951a. 1961« 197Y" 1981 "+1851a 1961 1971 1981

| North Barrackpore 805 18 38 a5 93 46 328 47
w Barrackpore 366 14 2101 il 341 22 204 60
| Titagarh 53 2 51 29 s I - SeEs logy
| Kherdah 432 76 T34 ne. amn 26 oo il
Panihati 749 42 a4l ©oalss - g 67 6l6E - 17y

| Kemarhati 1626 13 8 5 85y 58 75 95
| Baranagar SOt 5P0. 150 2 26 oo L9 - 67 49
_ Barasat 1880 445 329 oel el g L 11bos 1060

| ~  New:Barrackpore = 65 65 82 = AL = B 68
| Y North Dum Dum 526 To-. 106, . 6. Iime " oBE.  auoT tgEp
w Dum Dum 129 16 0 1 4 96 0 0
| South Dum Dum 492 29 LlG & 5 pEHE 656 S 204w A
| Rajpur ls06  5an  50p . mEY 2055 . e 532 5uo
Beruipur - e Obp - aaM B g5 qals 65 ana fong

| Budge Budge 831 0 17 a9 b 90 T4 174
|
|

D ML A0 M e P 1. S T A s e ey i P o s 4 - e A A A e Lo e L A BB 08 13 i =Sy s i e e il o

, 7" & - Pigures include dependents.
Ssource. Census of -India (for various.years).

Sl U e i T




A8 e
TABIE -~ 4
PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION ENGAGED IN SECONDARY SECTOR

IN MUNICIPAL TOWNS OF CALCUTTA METROPOLITAN AREAS - 1957 =71 " . E
Mupdtclsessle bty - - f0 TN - Jebi 1063, ) eyl [
Bansberia 66,56 Taydd 66,19 :
Hooghly-Chinsurah 1855 51020 28.79 i
Chandernagore Bl.8o 41,40 46,66 i
Bhadreswar 2> Tk 78436 i
Champdani 68.16 75,54 80,26
Baidyabati 29558 58a 9 29457
Serampore 44,43 58.96 56475
Rishra ; 62.39 7615 16232
Konnagar 40,61 6621 50.00
Uttarpara-Kotrung 28.89 Atz L) 40,87
Bally 46,64 62,83 =
Uluberia : 56.65 49,94 40,03
Kalyani (INAA) - 56 425 205580
Gayeshpur (NAA) = 0.34 2O
Kanchrapara 49,68 55.59 %9.60
Halishahar _ 49,12 11,104 62.89
Naihati 49.21 20l 62.90
Bhatpara 61,61 80.27 79.09
Garulia . 61,86 52266 78.97
North Barrackpore 46.94 43,40 56461
Barrackpore 59,50 81 .51 5155 74
Titagarh 145 &2 5516 82
Khardah : 45,26 52« 5052
Panihati 47,90 56.47 39.22
Baranagar 4%.79 5i . 59 46,54
Barasat 15.42 2 26,52
New Barrackpore = 26.52 22,10
North Dum Dum 14,08 37.89 Sal O
Dum Dum 33.01 60.11 50.29
South Dum Dum 29.91 42,89 37.09
Rajpur 5.64 39.49 21,29
Baruipur 155 20.47 20.44

Budge Budge 51.69 59.42 50.96

Source : Census of India (for various years).
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PABERA= 5
Q@AHGE IN THE PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION ENGAGED IN SECONDARY
SECTOR IN MUNICIPAL TOWNS OF CAICUTTA METROPOLITAN AREA,

HEgE e

Municipality : LS B il 1961-71
Bansberig + 4.56 - 4,92
Hooghly—-Chinsurah +.. 32,45 e Rl
Chandernagore (MQ) + 9.58 + 526
Bhadreswar + 2.45 Sl
Champdani S + . 42
Baidyabati 4 135555 i ©) 5
Serampore + 14,53 = T 2aR
Righra 4 Ao + Q.21
Konnagar ; + 25,60 = 16 20
Uttarpara-Kotrung + 18,26 = 628
Bally + 16,19 =
Uluberia + 55 T il
Kalyani (NAA) = ~i Tddd.
Gayeshpur (NAA) = + 20.73
Kanchrapara i 1ol -~ 135589
Halishahar + 21,92 - Bt
Naihati + 22.80 ) 901 1
Bhatpara + 18.66 g 1 1)
Garulia - = 9020 + 26,31
North Barrackpore = Gl oot
Barrackpore + 42,19 = ORI
Titagarh = 2406 + 29.01
Khardah + T.45 = 2ag
Panihati - B SH = 19%es
Kamarhati + 13,06 = e
Baranagar + 7.80 - THLE5
Barasat : e il = 0582
New Barrackpore i = peAg
North Dum Dum + 275.81 - 282
Dum - Dum - 20 = G8a
South Dum Dum + 12.98 )/ (S1)
Rajpur 4 BELBE = 8520
Baruipur + 12.94 = n0s05

ST = NgL6

Budge Budge

Source : Census of India (for various years).
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TABIE - 6

©~ PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION ENGAGED IN TERTIARY SECTOR‘IN
YUNICTIPAL TOWNS OF CALCUTTA METROPOLITAN AREA, 1951-71

Municipelity . CIEb ALEen. 190l .
Bansberia 30,58 26.46 282
Hooghly~Chinsurah LA 66,22 67.69
Chandernagore (1C) - 67.46 56415 50.82
Bhadreswar ' 25.28 202 20.24
Champdani SHLA @)L 19.50 17..8%
Baidyabati £9.99 54,17 655
Serampore i i) 40.01 41.92
Rishra - 34,34 2359 22,15
Konnagar 58.09 2291 47.08
Uttarpara—-Kotrung 68.61 Dea2 | GRS
Bal lipss 49,21 31.76 *
Uluberia 48,85 41.24 43.47
Kalyani (NAA) = 63434 41055
Gayeshpur (IVAA) = 96,58 2902
Kanchrapars. 50,64 45.84 Bl 95
Halishahar 49,28 26,89 36465
Naihati 49.28 27526 56.65
Bhatpars 36.84 19.84 19.9%5
Garulia SHIAET 47.00 19,359
North Barrackpore 50:27 55 .89 39.76
Barrackpore 59,02 LTies 46,15
Titagarh 251502 46,06 16.86
Khardah Sl 8 27,66 A e il
Panihati 50 56 42,22 5820
Kamarhati 44,64 55468 38.43
Baranagar 54.79 47.79 52.40
Barasat : 68.39 61.80 58450
New Barrackpore = g5 ALl Tl
North Dum Dum 1155 o 6050
Dum Dum 66.04 FLEs 49,60
South Dum Dum 68,21 94585 61.28
Rajpur T74.62 46.03 65.62
Baruipur 1465 2106 K
Budge Budge 45525 592 48.25

S NS S

fidicman.

T

Source : Census of India (for various years).




CHANGE IN THE PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION ENGAGED IN TERTIARY

TABTH =

SECTOR IN MUNICIPAL TOWNS OF CALCULTA METROPOLITAN AREA,

G S BT

Municipality 1951-61 1961-71
Bansberia el Ll s
Hooghly—-Chinsurah =il b SRl
Chandernagore (MC) =l = DiSE
Bhadreswar T A2 0D S w2
Champdani =R MENO + A6
Baidyabati s ) L L BT
Seraiipore g 7 o o L
Rishra = 10,5 = 148
Konnagar =S85 8 BT L L7
Uttarpara-Kotrung Tl 6934 + 5.24
Bally e ) =

Uluberia e p H DSBS
Kalyani (NAA) - o 2 e
Gayeshpur (NA4) i S - 66,86
Kanchrapara =~24380 + A 2nid2
Halishahar = 2280 + 9.96
Naihati = 22062 S ) )
Bhatpara T Al + 0.48
Garulia + 9.63 — 2f .61
North Barrackpore + 5.62 516543
Barrackpore 2 ALl T + 28.85
Titagarh + 21,04 — 2920
Khardah Al S 10 + 19.91
Panihati 5 8ok + 15.98
Kamarhati = 410 596 + 4.75
Baranagar = L0 + A6
Barasat = g5 = 25
New Barrackpore = = 0455
North Dum Dum = 15,20 DT
Dum Dum = D86 = 1l
South Dum Dum Tl e + 6AdB
Rajpur =828 45e + 18.99
Baruipur = iL8 50 b
Budge Budge = + ' BE93

5.5

e S A P s

Source : Census of India (for various years).
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APPENDIX ~ I ;
LIST OF ROADS CONSTRUCTED DURING 1860-61 1"

(1) ' Calcutta to Karmanasa river. s
(i) - Calcutta to Chutterpore (iadras Frontler) | B
(ii1) =~ Calcutta to Berhampore and Hurshidabad | B
(iw) &' @alcutta to Matlah (Port Canning) %@
(v) " - Calcutta to Dlamond Harbour m : _ ‘%g
(vi) ~  Howrsh Branch road - et I
(vii) - « Nidnapore Branch road via Bankura and Ranlgaunge' ;ﬁ-

(viidi) ~ Tamluk Branch road
(ix) =~ Barasat - Barrackpore road
(x)‘_*;ffj Jessore Branch road

Source : Banerjee (1975), Chapter 1.




SIZE DISTRIBUTION FOR MUNICIPAL TOW

405 5
%E?HM..HH

City-size/Year 1951 1961
I Bhatpars Bhatpara, Barasnagsr,
Kamarhati, South Dum Dum,
Bally
II Bally, South Dum Usau Chandernagore , Hooghly-
w Titagarh, Naihati, Kanch- Chinsurah, Serampore,
Tapara, Baranagar, Barrackpore, Kanchrapara,
Kamarhati , Serampore, Naihati, North Barrack-
Hooghly—Chinsurah pore, wmspwm&%‘;awdmmmww.
Halishahar
1 .
i JEIEIE Budge Budge, Bar ackpore Baidyabati, Bansberia,

AL

VI

Halishahar, Panihati, Bhadreswar, Champdani ,
Garulia, North Barrack- Konnagar, Rishra,
pore, Bhadreswar, Bang- qwdmwwmﬁmlmo&ﬁsﬁwm

beria, Baidyabati, Berasat, Budge Budge,
Konnagar, Rishra, Champ~ . Dum Dum, Garulia, Khar-
dani, Chandernagore dah, New Barrackpore,

North Dum Dum, Rajpur

Uluberia, Rajpur, Barasat, Gayeshpur, Uluberia,

Dum Dum, Khardah, North Bar uipur
Dum Dum, Uttarpara-Kotrung
Baruipur WmdmmmﬁufmoWspwcH

o Kalyani

NS OF CAICUTITA METROPOLITAN AREA (1951-1981)

1971

moomwwwlowmes%qu
Serampore, Bhatpara,
Baranagar, Kamarhati, Pani-
hati, South Dum Dum

Baidyabati, Bansberia,
Champdani , mesamwﬁmmOWm*
Rishra, dddmﬁwmwmiWo#%csm‘
wmwwmowwowmm Budge Budge,
Wﬂﬁgdﬁﬁmwzﬁﬁﬁﬂm
North Barrackpore, North
Dum Dum, Titagarh,
Halishahar

Bhadreswar, Konnagar,
Uluberia, Barasat,
Baruipur, Dum Dum, Garulia,
Khardah, New Barrackpore,
Rajpur

Kalyani, Gayeshpur

Katagan j—-Gokulpur




b -

APPENDIX — II (Contd.)

- 1981
iL . Naihati, Bhatpara, Barrackpofé, Titagarh,‘?anihati,

Kamarhati, Baranagar, South Dum Dum, Bally,
Hooghly-Chinsurah, Chandernagore, Serampore

1526 Barasat, Kanchrapara, Halishahar, Garulia,
North Barrackpore, North Dum Dum, Budge Budge,
Bansberia, Bhadreswar, Champdani, Baidyabati,

2oInoq

W Rishra;'Kénnagar, Uttarpara—Kotrung

I1T  l'Kalyani,.Gaﬁeshpqr,-Khardah, New Barrackpore,
Dum Dum, Rajpur, Baruipur, Uluberia

TO gnarmran

Source : Census of India (various years).
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APPENDIX - II} .

MUNICIPAL TOWNS OF CALCUTTA METROPOLITAN AREA CILASSIFIED ACCORDING TO DECADAL
POPULATION GROWTE RATE (1951-1981)

M Population ALCHHIC R LOGTe] LI =00
growth rate . ;
ﬂ Very High North Dum Dum, Kalyani Kalyani, Gayeshpur
_ (More than Panihati, South
M 75 per cent Dum Dum, Barasat,
m per decade) North Barrackpore,
4 Baidyabati . :
|
_ High ttarpara-Kotrung, North Dum Dum, Rishra, Barasat, North Dum Dum
1 (591=T75 per Kamerhgti, Bally, Panihati, moc@w Dum pumg
B cent per Rajpur, Baruipur, Dum Dum, New Barrackpore,
“ .. decede) Khardah Garulia, Baruipur i
“ in Medium Barrackpore, Barasat, Naihati, Champ- Konnagar, New Barrackpore,
_ L (e per Uliuberia = Hali- dani, Bhatpara, %mu@swu Kherdah, Halishahar, Nai-
«« cent per shahar, Hooghly~ Bansberia, Kamarhati, hati, Kamarhati, Panihati,
decade) Chinsurah, Bans-~  North Barrackpore, Uluberia, Chandernagore,
_ " beria, Konnagar, Halishahar, Bally South Dum Dum, Baruipur,
Dum Dum, Rishra, Budge Budge, Baidyabati
Baranagar, Champdani, .
Chandernagore
Low : Budge-Budge, - Uttarpara-Kotrung Champdani, Garuli B =
(10-30 per Serampore, Bhadréswar, mzmmmHWSQmmu smw_@wmuwmwu wsmdwwwmwmawmm
mmﬁd per Kanchrapara Gayeshpur, Baranagar, Serampore, mmwmﬁmmmw,,
ecade) Hooghly-Chinsurah, ‘Bansberia, Hooghly-Chinsurah,
Baidyabati, Konnagar, Barrackpore, Titagarh,
Titagarh, Kanchrapara, Uttarpara—Kotrung,
Khardah, Uluberia, Kanchrapara
Chandernagore, Serampore
Very Low Bhatpara, Titagarh = Dum Dum [ §
(below 10 per Naihati, Garulia, mmuw%wwmowwwwu, North
Bhadreswar

Source : Census of India (various years)




Dengity (Persons/

Sq. km,)

Very High

(above 20000)

Bk ()
(10000-20000)
Average
(7500-10000)

Low
(5000-7500)

Very Low
(below 5000)

APPENDIX - TV
MUNICIPAL TOWNS OF CAICUTTA METROPOLITAN ARE

e

Titagarh, Serampore
Naihati
Bhatpara, mmHH%, Baranagar

Kamarhati, Garulia, Kanchra-
bara, Dum Dunm, Bhadreswar,
Chandernagore

Champdani Rishra, Uttarpara-—
Kotrung, Budge Budge, South
Dum Dum, North Barrackpore,
mOomwwwlowwsmsHmw, Konnagar,
Barrackpore, Bansgberia,
Baidyabati, Panihati,
Uluberia, Halishahar, Khardah,
Barasat, Baruipur, Rajpur,
North Dum Dum

A CLASSIFIED ACCORDING T0O DENSITY

ool

Titagarh

Serampore, Baranagar, Naihati,
Bhatpara, Rishra, Kemarhsti

Gayeshpur, Bally, South Dum Dum,
Kanchrapare,

Garulia, Khardah, Uttarpara-
Kotrung, New Barrackpore, Dum Dum,
Chendernagore, North Barrackpore,
Champdani,, Bhadreswar, Barrackpore,
Hooghly-~Chinsurah, Budge Budge,
Bansberia

Beidyabati, Panihati, Uluberia,

Halishahar, Barasat, North Dum Dum,
Baruipur, Rajpur, Kalyani



APPENDIX - IV (Contd.)

Density AWQHmobm\_ 1971
sa, km,)
Very High Titagarh
| (above 20000) _
High Baranagar, Naihati, Serampore,
{10000-20000) Bhatpara, Kamarhati, Bally,
South Dum Dun
Average Dum Dum, Risghra, Uttarpara-

(7500~10000)

Low
(5000-7500)

Very Low
(below 5000)

Kotrung, llorth Barrackpore,
Champdani, Kanchrapara,
Halishahar, Barrackpore,
Konnagar, Chandernagore,
Khardah, Panihati

Bhadreswar, Bansberia, Garulis,
Budge Budge, Hooghly-
Chinsurah

Baidyabati, North Dum Dum,
Uluberia, Baruipur, Barasat,
New Barrackpore, Rajpur,
Gayeshpur, Kalyani

1981

Titagarh, Naihati, Baranagar,

Serampore, Kamarhati, Bhatpara

South Dum Dum, Bally, Righra,
Champdani, Konnager, Halishahar,
Uttarpara-Kotrung, Dum Dum,
Hooghly-Chinsurah, Penihati,
Chandernagore

Kanchrapara, Barrackpore, North
Barrackpore, Bhadreswar,
Bansberia, Garulia

Budge Budge, Baidyabati

North Dum ussm Uluberia, Barasat,
Baruipur, New Barrackpore, Rajpur,
Gayeshpur, Kelyani

Source : Census of India (various years),
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 APPENDIX - V
GENDER RATTO. FOR MUNICIPAL TOWNS OF CALCUTTA MBETROPOLITAN AREA (1951-1981)

Gender Ratio :
(females/D > 1951 1961
1000 males)

High - .
(above 900) ) E
Moderate Uttarpara~Kotrung, Hooghly- Baidyabati, Panihati, Barasat,
(751-900) Chinsurah, Uluberia, Barasat, North Dum Dum, Rajpur, Baruipur,
North Dum Dum, Rajpur, Uttarpara-Kotrung, Kanchrapara,
Baruipur, Kanchrapara, North Barrackpore, Hooghly-
Chandernagore Chinsurah, Chandernagore,

Barrackpore, South Dum Dum,
Gayeshpur, New Barrackpore,

Baranagar
Low - Bansberia, Baidyabati, North Halishshar, Uluberia, Kalyani,
(501-T50) Barrackpore, Khardah, Panihati, Bansberia, Bhadreswar, Khardah,

Champdani , Rishra, Barrackpore, Konnagar, Belly, Champdani’, Budge
South Dum” Dum, Konnagar, Bally, Budge, Garulia, Dum Dum, Bhatpara,
Bhetpara, Baranagar, Kamarhati, Serampore, Rishra, Naihati,

Dum Dum, Naihati, Serampore, Kamarhati
Titagarh
Very Low Halishahar, Budge Budge, Titagarh
(below 500) Garulia, Bhadreswar



APPENDIX = V (Contd.) A
Gender Ratio 197 1981 Y
(females/ : 5804 357
1000 males) w—
High = Barasat, Gayeshpur, Uluberia,
(above 900) Rajpur, North Dum Dum, New
Barrackpore, Baidyabati, Uttarpara-
Kotrung, Hooghly-Chinsurah, South
Dum Dum, Chandernszgore
fioderate Baidyabati, Uluberia, Rajpur, Klayani, Baruipur, Bansberia,
(751~500) Baruipur, Barasat, North Dum Bhadreswar, Kanchrapara, North
Dum, Kalyani, Gayeshpur, New Barrackpore, Garulia, Barrackpore,
Barrackpore, Bansberia, ] Bally, Helishahar, Khardah,
Hooghly-Chinsurah, Uttarpara- Panihati, Konnagar, Bhatpara,
Kotrung, North Barrackpore, Baranagar, Serampore, Naihati
i Kanchrapara, Khardah, Panihati,
o Chandernagore, Konnager, Barrack-
5 pore, Baranagar, Serampore,
e Naihati, Kamarhati, South Dum Dum
Low Bhadreswar, Halishahar, Budge Budge, Chawpdani, Rishra,
(501-750) Chanpaani, Rishra, Budge Dum Dum, Titagurh, Kamarhati
Budge, Garulia, Dum Dum,
Bhatpara, Titagarh
Very Low o =

(below 500)

source : Census of India (various years),




